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Planting a tree means more than 
providing a shady spot on a muggy 
Maryland summer day. Trees can 

evoke memories of a game of hide and 
seek from childhood, picnicking with a 
loved one beneath a canopy of leaves or 
family trips to see the changing fall hues. 
Trees also illustrate the passing of time 
through their growth. 

In a more factual sense, trees protect 
water quality, clean our air and provide 
wildlife habitat. One large tree can 
eliminate 5,000 gallons of stormwater 
runoff each year, and well-placed trees 
can help reduce energy costs by 15 to 35 
percent. Trees also enhance our quality 
of life, beautifying neighborhoods and 
highways, providing sound barriers and 
shade, and helping to increase property 
values.

The United Nations General Assembly 
declared 2011 as the International 
Year of Forests to raise awareness of 
sustainable management, conservation 
and development of all types of forests. 
The initiative is a global platform to 
celebrate people’s actions to sustainably 
manage the world’s forests. Maryland 
embraces celebrating forests for people 
in this international context. 

The Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) TREE-MENDOUS MARYLAND 
program is working vigorously to 
improve Maryland’s landscape and 
citizens’ quality of life through several 
tree planting initiatives. The program 
provides high-quality, native trees and 
shrubs at reasonable prices for plantings 
on public lands – such as community 
open spaces, school grounds, 
government facilities and rights-of-way. 

These trees are planted in towns 
and cities, in parks and schoolyards, 
and along streams and creeks where 
they will attract birds, improve air and 

water quality, reduce soil erosion, add 
beauty to surroundings and most of all 
contribute to Marylanders’ quality of 
life. 

To help ensure a more sustainable 
future for generations to come, citizens 
can give the gift of trees.

Gift of Trees 
When a furry four-legged family member 
passes away at Chesapeake Pet Resort 
& Day Spa, a donation is made to the 
Gift of Trees.  Even Socks, President Bill 
Clinton’s famous cat, had a tree planted 
in his memory. This spring, all of the 
trees the pet resort has donated since 
fall 2009 will be planted on April 30 at 
Myrtle Point in St. Mary’s County by Boy 
Scout Pack 1203 and Cub Scout Pack 
1203, both of California, Md.  

The Gift of Trees, a component of 
TREE-MENDOUS MARYLAND, is a way 
to celebrate, honor or memorialize a 
person or pet by having a tree planted. 
The cost is $40 and the tree is planted in 
the county in which the recipient resides. 

recognizing their contribution. In 2010, 

855 trees were donated to schools, parks 
and community groups through the Gift 
of Trees program. 

Community groups also volunteer 
to plant the Gift of Trees, including the 
Maryland Association for Environmental 
and Outdoor Education (MAEOE). 
MAEOE Green Schools can receive a 
1:1 match of up to 20 trees.  

Receive community grants
Communities can apply for grants to 
offset the cost of trees through groups 
such as the Maryland Urban and 
Community Forest Committee, a sub-
committee of the Maryland Association 
of Forest Conservancy District Boards 
and the Anne Arundel County Forestry 
Board.  

The primary functions of the 
Committee are to promote and 
coordinate the Maryland Community 

recognizes communities planting and 
caring for trees, and to administer grants 
to schools and communities through 
their local Forestry Boards that promote 
planting and care of trees.

Plant trees and 
be counted!
Governor Martin O’Malley launched the 
Marylanders Plant Trees program in April 
2009 to give citizens an opportunity to 
impact our natural world. A part of the 
Smart, Green & Growing initiative, the 
Governor’s goal was to plant 50,000 new 
trees by the end of 2010. Marylanders 
heeded the challenge: 50,089 new 
trees were planted and registered as of 
December 2010.  The new goal is to 
plant 100,000 trees by the end of 2012; 
25,000 trees each year.

Citizens can get Marylanders Plant 
Trees coupons (trees.maryland.gov) and 
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use them at more than 80 participating 
nurseries across the State; at least one 
nursery in each county and Baltimore 
City participates.  Each tree must be 
worth $50 or more and must be listed 
on the tree list approved by DNR.  

“The Marylanders Plant Trees 
program has been a wildly successful 
promotion at our garden center,” says 
Tim Hamilton, marketing director at 
Homestead Gardens, Inc. “It started off 
strong and the popularity of the program 
never ebbed. In fact, we have had 
customers coming in looking for native 
trees in the dead of winter.”

The Marylanders Plant Trees website 
can help citizens decide what to plant 
and where to plant it, as well as calculate 

planted. When registering a tree on the 
website, participants are eligible to win 
prizes such as gift cards, rain barrels and 
a yacht tour. 

Sanford of Lutherville won a $200 
gift card to Valley View Farms in 
Cockeysville. 

“Healthy trees improve our 
environment, beautify our landscape 

and uplift our spirits,” says Sanford. 
“I encourage all Marylanders to plant 
one, perhaps with a child, as a learning 
experience. I will be adding several 
trees and under plantings to my property 
for the enjoyment of all who will see 
them. I’d like to thank DNR and Valley 
View Farms for this much appreciated 
opportunity.”

Take the school challenge
DNR staff began the Marylanders Plant 
Trees School Challenge in February 
2010, distributing materials to more 
than 2,200 Maryland teachers to help 
them include the program and its earthly 

between April 1, 2009 and April 30, 
2010 were counted toward a school’s 
goal. 

The school challenge encourages all 
Maryland elementary, middle and high 
school students to reach out to family, 
friends and neighbors and encourage 
them to plant native trees on their 
school’s behalf. Students may also 
collaborate with community, watershed 
and service organizations to plant trees.

The Lucy School of Middletown was 

the grand prize winner for 2010, planting 
207 trees during the 2009-2010 school 
year, with many on the school grounds. 
In all, 82 schools participated by 
planting trees to win prizes, save energy, 
help reduce air and water pollution and 
beautify their communities.

“This has been such a wonderfully 
enriching and enjoyable learning 
opportunity for our students. We were 
particularly pleased with the expertise of 
the DNR staff in preparing and leading 
age-appropriate and engaging activities,” 
says Lucy School Director Dr. Victoria 

DNR. “The lessons they learned support 
Lucy School’s own environmental 
curriculum and our mission to help each 
student appreciate the delicate balance 
of nature and grow to become stewards 
of the environment.”

DNR is continuing the Marylanders 
Plant Trees School Challenge for a 
second year. Schools will compete by 
planting trees and registering them on 
the Marylanders Plant Trees website. The 
grand prize for the school that plants and 
registers the most trees is a visit from the 
Maryland Park Service’s popular Scales 
& Tales program. This year’s challenge 
includes all trees planted from May 1, 
2010 to April 30, 2011. 

To help schools with the challenge, 
the Marylanders Plant Trees website 

selecting, purchasing and planting trees, 

of the trees planted. Eligible trees planted 
for the challenge can be registered by 
the students and parents online in the 
name of their school.

Marylanders have many ways in which 
to help preserve our natural resources 
and create a better life for all. Planting a 
tree may seem a small step in creating a 
sustainable future, but from tiny acorns 
grow mighty oaks.  
trees.maryland.gov/

Lindsay Major directs the TREE-MENDOUS 
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